









O N Y 

Willed him to Ihut up a number of fwine and give fome of 
them Roman names, others Gothifh names with leveral marks, 
and there to leave them. Camden 

O'NSET. n.f. [on and fet.] 
i. Attack ; ftorm ; aflault; firft brunt. 

As well the foldier dicth, which ftandeth flill, as he that 
gives the bra veto onfet. Sidney, b. li. 

All breathlcfs, weary, faint, 

Him fpying, with frefh onfet he afliiil’d. 

And kindling new his courage, leeming queint. 

Struck him fo hugely, that through great conftraint 
He made him ftoop. Fairy 9 ueen, b. ii. 

The fhout 

Of battle now began, and ruffling found 


OPE 

ha P,l> cm 10 >'« “I* » plate of a redd iff, or frelh 
the jewellers call the ftone a lirdomx. JS 

OOZE. ;;, f [either from earn r, waters, French; or J? 
vvetnefs, Saxon.] P*T> 

1. Soft mud ; mire at the bottom of water; (lime 

My foil V th’ ooze is bedded. Shakefp. T . 

Some carried up into their grounds the ooze or lahZl 
mud, and found good profit thereby. q attr 

Old father Thames rais’d up his rev’rend head 
Deep in his ooze he fought his fedgv bed, 

And fhrunk his waters back into his urn. n > 

2 . Soft flow; fpring. This feems to be the meaning in p,;?' 

r rom his firft fountain and beginning Doze, Sr ‘ 

r'tc r. ® Down to the-lea each brook and torrent flows »• 

on f et - . Milton s Paradife Lojl, b. vi. 3. The liquor of a tanner’s vat. ’ Pnor ' 

Somet.mes it gains a point ; and prefently it finds itfelf To Ooze. «. [from the noun.] To flow by flealrh 
baffled and beaten oft; yet ft.ll ,t renews the onfet , attacks run gently; to drain away. ' Uh; t0 

the difficulrv nfrpfn • nlantc tViic „...i .1____ .. . 


the difficulty afrefli; plants this reafoning and that argument, 
like fo many intelleaual batteries, till at length it forces a 
way into the obftinate enclofed truth. South. 

Without men and provilions it is impofliblc to fecurc con- 
quefts that are made in the firft onfets of an invafion. Addif. 
Obfcrvc 

The firft impetuous onfets of his grief; 

Ufe every artifice to keep him ftedfaft. Philips. 

2. Something added by way of ornamental appendage. This 
fenfe, fays Nicholfon, is flill retained in Northumberland, 
where onfet means a tuft. 

I will with deeds requite thy gentlenefs; 

And for an onfet , Titus, to advance 
Thy name and honourable family, 

Lavinia will I make my emprefs. Shaktfp. Tit. And. 

To O nset. v. a. [from the noun.] To fetupon ; to begin. 
This for a while was hotly onjetted and a reafonable price 
offered, but foon cooled again. Carew. 

(Onslaught. n. f. [cn and Jlay. See Slaughter.] At¬ 
tack ; ftorm; onfet. 

They made a halt 

To view the ground, and where t’aflault. 

Then call’d a council, which was beft. 

By fiege or onflaught to invert 
The enemy ; and ’twas agreed 

By ftorm and onfaught to proceed. Hudilras, p. i: 

Onto'logist. n. f. [from ontology .] One who coniidcrs the 
affe&ions of being in general; a metaphyfician. 

Onto'logy. n. f. [ovra and \o n /o ;.] The fcience of the af¬ 
fections of being in general; metaphyficks. 

The modes, accidents and relations that belong to various 
beings, arc copioully treated of in metaphyficks, or more 
propel ly ontology. ‘ JVatts's Logic!;. 

O'nward. adv. [onbpeapb, Saxon.] 
l. Forward; progreflively. 

My lord. 

When you went onward on this ended aClion, 

I look’d upon her with a foldier’s eye. Shakefpcare. 

Satan was now at hand, and from his feat 
The monfter moving onward came as faft. 

With horrid ftrides. Milt. Par. Lojl , b. ii. 

Him thro’ the fpicy foreft onuuard come 
Adam difeem’d, as in the door he fat 
Of his cool bow’r. Milt. Paradife Lojl , b. v. 

Not one looks backward, onward flill he goes, 

Yet ne’er looks forward farther than his nofe. Pope. 

2. In a ftate of advanced progreflion. 

Philoxenus came to fee how onward the fruits were of his 
friends labour. Sidney. 

You are already fo far onward of your way, that you have 
forfaken the imitation of ordinary converfe. Dryden. 

3. Somewhat farther. 

A little onward lend thy guiding hand 
To thefe dark fteps, a little farther on. Milton. 

O'nycha. n.f. It is found in two different fenfes in fcrip- 
ture. — The odoriferous fnail or fhcll, and the ftone named 
onyx. The greateft part of commentators explain it by 
the onyx or odoriferous fhell, like that of the fhell-fim 
called purpura. The onyx is fifhed for in watry places of 
the Indies, where grows the fpicanardi, which is the food of 
this fifh and what makes its fhell fo aromatick. Calmct. 
Take fweet fpiccs, onycha , andgalbanum. Ex. xxx. 34. 
O'nyx. n. f. [ouu£.] The onyx is a femipellucid gem, of 
which there are feveral fpecies, but the blueifh white kind, 
with brown and white zones, is the true onyx legitima of the 
ancients. It is a very elegant and beautiful gem, and the 
regular arrangement and difpofition of its colours make amends 
for their want of fliow. Hill's Mat. Med. 

Nor are her rare endowments to be fold. 

For glittering land by Ophir fhown. 

The blue-ey’d faphir, or rich onyx ftone. Sandys. 

The onyx is an accidental variety of the agat kind : it is 
of a dark horny colour, in which is a plate of a bluilh white, 
and fometimes of red : when on one or both fides the white. 


When the contraaed limbs were cramp’d, even then 
A wat’rifh humour fwell’d and ooz’d a^en. , 

Where creeping waters ooze. 

Where marfhes ftagnate, and where rivers wind, 
Clufter the rolling fogs. Thoml . 


Thomftn, 

Pope. 


'^"^Thclilly drinks ”“^“***’ 

The latent rill, fcarce oozing thro’ the grafs. 

Oozy. adj. [from ooze.] Miry; muddy; flimy. 

From his oozy bed. 

Old father Thames advanc’d his rev’rcnd head. 

To Opa'cate. v.a. [opaco , Lat.] Tolhade; to cloud-to 
darken; to obfeure. 

The fame corpufcles upon the unftopping of the glafs, did 
opacate that part of the air they moved in. Boyle. 

Opa'city. n.f. [opacite, Fr. opacitas, Lat.J Cloudinefs; want 
of tranfparency. 

Can any thing efcape the perfpicacity of thofc eyes in whofe 
opticks there is no opacity ? ' ' Brown. 

Had there not been any night, fhadow or opacity, we fliould 
never have had any determinate conceit of darknefs. Gltmv. 

How much any body hath of colour, fo much hath it of 
opacity, and by fo much the more unfit is it to tranfmit the 
fpecies. Pay on the Creation: 

The leaft parts of almoft all natural bodies, are in fome 
meafure tranfparent; and the opacity of thofe bodies arifeth 
from the multitude of reflexions caufed in their internal parts. 

, Newt. Opt. 

Opa'cous. adj. [opacus, Latin.] Dark ; obfeure; not tran¬ 
fparent. 

When he perceives that thefe opacous bodies do not hinder 
the eye from judging light to have an equal diffufion through 
the whole place that it irradiates, he can have no difficulty to 
allow air, that is diaphanous, and more fubtile far than they, 
and confequently, divifible into lefler atoms ; and having 
Idler pores, gives lefs fcope to our eyes to mils light. Digby. 

Upon the firm opacous globe 

Of this round world, whofe firft convex divides 

The luminous inferior orbs, inclos’d 

From chaos, and th’ inroad of darknefs old, 

Satan alighted. Adi It on's Paradife Lojl, b. iii. 

O'pal. n.f. The opal is a very elegant and a very lingular 
kind of ftone, it hardly comes within the rank of the pellucid 
gems, being much more opake, and lefs hard. It is found 
always in the pebble lhape of various iizes, from the head 
of a pin to the bignefs of a walnut. It is naturally bright, 
fmooth and glofly, and (hows all its beauty without the help 
of the lapidary : in colour it much rcfembles the fineft mo¬ 
ther of pearl; its balis feeming a bluilh or greyilh white, 
but with a property of reflecting all the colours of the rain¬ 
bow, as turned differently to the light, among which the 
green and the blue are particularly beautiful, but the fiery 
red is the fineft of all. This ftone is found in the Eaft-Indies, 
in Egypt, Perfia and Tartary, and in fome parts of Europe, 

’ ’ ’ ..' ift. 


particularly in Bohemia; but the oriental is much the fine! 

Hill's Mat. Med. 

Thy mind is a very opal. Shakefp. Twelfth Night. 

Th’ empyreal heav’n, extended wide 
In circuit, undetermin’d fquare or round ; 

With opal tow’rs, and battlements adorn’d 
Of living faphir. Milton s Par. Lojl, b. ii. 

We have this ftone from Germany, and is the fame with 
the opal of the ancients. Woodw. on Fojf. 

Opa'que. adj. [ opacus, Lat.] 

They 

Shot upward flill direct, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can fall. Milt. Par. Lojl. 

Thefe dilappearing fixt liars were actually extinguifned 
and turned into more opaque and grofs planet-like bodies. 

Cheyne’s Phil. Pnn. 

To Ope. 7 v. a. [open, Saxon; op, Illandick, a hole. Ope 

To O pen. J is uled only in poetry, when one fyllablcis more 
convenient than two.] 

j. To unclofe ; to unlock ; to put into fuch a ftate as that the 
inner parts may be leeu or entered. The contrary to/2um^ 


Samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Langui 


OPE 

The world’s mine oyftcr. 

Which I with fword will open. Shakefp. M. IV. of Wind. 
Before you fight, ope this letter. Shakefp. K. Lear. 

They confent to work us harm and woe. 

To ope the gates, and fo let in our foe. Fairfax. 

If a man open a pit and not cover it, and an ox fall there¬ 
in, the owner of the pit fhall make it good. Ex. xxi. 23. 

Let us pafs through your land, and none lhall do you any 
hurt; howbeit they would not open unto him. r Mac. v. 48. 

Open thy mouth for the dumb in the caufc of all fuch as 
are appointed to deftru&ion. Prov. xxxi. 8. 

Open to me the gates of righteoufnefs. Pf. cxviii. 19. 

Adam, now ope thine eyes ; and firft behold 
Th’ eftcib which thy original crime hath wrought 
In fome to fpring from thee. Milt. Par. Lojl, b. xi. 

Our fleet Apollo fends. 

Where Tufcan Tyber rolls with rapid force. 

And where Numicus opes his holy fource. Dryden. 

When firft you ope your doors, and palling by 
The fad ill-omen’d objedt meets your eye. Dryden. 

When the matter is made, the fide muft be opened to let 
jt out. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

2. To fliow; to difeover. 

The Englilh did adventure far for to open the north parts 
of America. Abbot’s Defcripticn of the World. 

3. To divide ; to break. 

The wall of the cathedral church was opened by an earth¬ 
quake, and fliut again by a fecond. Addifon on Italy. 

4. To explain ; to difclofc. 

Some thing* wifdom openeth by the facred books of ferip- 
ture, fome things by the glorious works of nature. Hooker. 

Paul rcafoned with them out of the feriptures, opening aiid 
alleging, that Chrift muft needs have fuffered and rifen again 
from the dead. Adis xvii. 3. 

After the earl of Lincoln was flain, the king opened him- 
felf to fome of his council, that he was forry for the earl’s 
death, becaufe by him he might haVe known the bottom of 
his danger. Bacon's Henry VII. 

Gramont governour of Bayonne, took an exquifitc notice 
of their perfons and behaviour, and opened himfelf to fome 
of his train, that he thought them to be gentlemen of much 
more worth than their habits bewrayed. Wotton. 

A friend who relates his fucccfs, talks himfelf into a new 
plcafure; and by opening his misfortunes, leaves part of them 
behind him; Collier on Friendjhip. 

5. To begin. 

You retained him only for the opening of yourcaufe, dnd 
your main lawyer is yet behind. Dryd. Ep. to the Whigs. 

Homer opens his poem with the uttnoft firtiplicity and mo- 
defty, he continually grows upon the reader. Notes on Odyjf. 
To Ope. 7 
To O'PEN. \ V f ”’ 

J. To unclofe itfelf; not to remain Ihut; not to continue clofed. 
The hundred doors 

Ope of themfclves; a ruffling whirlwind roars 

Within the cave. ~ Dryden, /En.y i. 

My old wounds are open’d at this view. 

And in my murd’rer’s prcfencc bleed anew. Dryden. 

Unnumbcr’d treafures ope at once. 

From each lhc nicely culls with curious toil. 

And decks the goddefs. Pope's Rape of the Lock. 

2. To bark. A term of hunting. 

If I cry out thus upon no trail, never truft me when I open 
3 S a ‘ n - Shakefp. Merry Wives of IVindjor. 

The night reftores our actions done by day; 

As hounds in lleep will open for their prey. Dryden. 

Cytheron loudly calls me to my way ; 

Thy hounds, Taygetus, open and purfoe their prey. Dryd. 
Hark ! the dog opens , take thy certain aim ; 

The woodcock flutters. Gay’s Rural Sports. 

Upe. 7 adj. [Op e is fcarccly ufed but by old authors, and by 
U pen. J them in the primitive not figurative fenfe.] 

1. Unclofed ; not fhut. 

The gates are ope ; now prove good feconds; 

Tis for the followers fortune widens them ; 

r hc fliers ’ Shakefp. Coriolatms. 

Mott facnlegious murther hath broke ope 
The lord’s anointed temple, and ftole thence 
The life o’ th’ building. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

hand" Cnt ^ an ^ a * at h‘ s fervant, with an open letter in his 
\. T . , , „ Neh. vi. e. 

txr 1 “ t le fame ke y fet opt the door 
" herewith you lock’d it faft before. 

•w , Thro’ the gate. 

Wide open and unguarded, Satan pafs’d. Milt 
1 hey meet the chiefs returning from the fizht, 
i And eacli with open arms embrac’d her chofcn knight. Dry. 
He, when A£neas on the plain appears, 

h il m W ‘ th °N n arms aad falling tears. Dryden. 

J he bounce broke ope the door. Dryden. 

c door was ope, they blindly grope the way; Dryden. 


OPE 


2. Plain; apparent; evident. 


Cleoiieland. 
Mlt. P. Lojl. 


i «111 i * <1 , LiiUlrwL. 

They crucify to thcmlelves the Con of God afrefh, and pat 
him to an open fharrie. Hebr. vi. 6. 

'Fh’ under-work, tranfparent, {hews too plain : 

Where open acts accufe, th’ excufe is vain. Daniel. 

3. Nor wearing difguife ; clear; artlefs ; fincere. 

He was fo fecret therein, as not daring to be open, that to 
no creature he ever fpake of it. Sidney. 

Lord Cordes, the hotter he was againft the Engliih in 
time of war, had the more credit in a negotiation of peace; 
and befidcs was held a man open and of good faith. Bacon. 

The French are always open, familiar, and talkative; the 
Italians ft iff', ceremonious, and referved. Addifon. 

This referved myfterious way of adting towards perlons, 
who in right of their pofts expedlcd a more open treatment, 
was imputed to fome hidden defign. Swift. 

His generous, opeti, undefigning heart, 

Has begg’d his rival to follicle for him. Addifon's Cato. 

4. Not clouded; clear. 

With dry eyes, and with an open look, 

She met his glance midway. Dryden's Beccaec. 

Then fhall thy Craggs 
On the caft ore another Pollio fhine; 

With afpedt open fhall eredl his head. Pope. 

5. Not hidden ; expofed to view. 

In that little fpot of ground that lies between thofe two 
great oceans of eternity, we are to cxcrcifc our thoughts, 
2nd lay open the treafures of the divine wifdom and goodnefs 
hid in this part of nature and providence. Burnet. 

Thefe innate notions fhould lie open fairly to every one’s 
view. Locke: 

Moral principles require reafoning and difeourfe to difeover 
the certainty of their truths : they lie not open as natural 
characters engraven on the mind. Locke. 

6 . Not reftrained ; not denied. 

If Demetrius and the craftsmen have a matter againft any 
man, the law is open and there arc deputies; let them im¬ 
plead one another. Adis xix. 38. 

7. Not cloudy; not gloomy. 

An open and warm winter portendeth a hot and dry fum- 
mcr. Bacon’s Nat. Hiji. 

8. Uncovered. 

Hebe is better than the open air. Shakefp: K. Lear. 

And when at laft in pity, you will die. 

I’ll watch your birth of immortality ; 

Then, turtle-like. I’ll to my mate repair. 

And teach you your firft flight in open air. Dryden. 

9. Expofed ; without defence. 

The fervice that I truly did his life, 

Hath left me open to all injuries. Shakefp. Henry IV, 

10. Attentive. 

Thine eyes are open upon all the fons of men, to give every 
one according to his ways. Jer. xxxii. 19. 

The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his cars 
are open unto their cry. Pf xxxiv. 15. 

Opener, n.f. [from open.] 

1. Otic that opens ; one that unlocks ; One that unclofes; 

True opener of mine eyes. 

Much better feems this vifion, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than thofe two paft. Milt. 

2. Explainer; interpreter. 

To us, th’imagin’d voice of heav’n itfelf; 

The very opener and intelligencer 
Between the grace, the {anilities of heav’n, 

^ And our dull workings. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

3. That which feparates; difuniter. 

There may be fuch openers of compound bodies, becaufe 
there wanted not fome experiments in which it appeared. 

Openey'ed. adj. [open and eye.] Vigilant; watchful. 

While you here do fnoring lie; 

Openeyed confpiracy 

His time doth take. Shdiefpeare’s Tempejl. 

Openha'nded. adj. [open and hand:] Generous ; liberal • 
munificent. . * 

Good hcav’n who renders mercy back for mercy. 

With openhanded bounty fhall repay you. Rowe. 

Openhea'rted. adj. [open and heart.] Generous; candid- 
not meanly fubtlc. * 

I know him well; he’s free and epenhiarted. Dryden 
Of an openhearted generous minifter you are not to fay that 
he was in an intrigue to betray his country; but in an in- 
tr.gue with a lady. Aiiutbnot’s J. Bull. 

Openhea'rtedness. n.f. [open and heart.] Liberalitv; mu¬ 
nificence ; generofity. ' 

O'pening. n.f. [from open.] 

1. Aperture; breach. 

The fire thus up makes its way through the cracks and 
openings of the earth. Woodw _ Na( R L 

2. Dtjcovery at a difiance; faint knowledge ; dawn 

God has been plcafed to diffipate thi^co.-ifufton and chaos. 
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